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Indian Human Development Survey (IHDS), indicates only
4.99 per cent of women in India had sole control over choosing
their husbands, while 79.8 per cent of women needed permis-

sion to visit a health centre. 

Overall, 73 per cent of the women surveyed reported that their
parents or relatives alone chose their husbands, while as few as 5
per cent of women reported to have had sole control over choosing
their husbands.

More women chose their own husband in states in northeastern
and southern India as compared to northern India, as per 2012
IHDS data.

The percentage of women who had sole say in choosing their
husbands was lowest in Rajasthan (0.98 per cent), followed by
Punjab (1.14 per cent) and Bihar (1.19 per cent). It was the highest
in Manipur (96 per cent), followed by Mizoram (88 per cent) and
Meghalaya (76.9 per cent).

As many as 65 per cent of the women said they had met their
husband for the first time on the wedding day, but wide variations
exist across states. For instance, all women in Manipur had met
their husband before the day of the wedding, while 94 per cent of
women in Bihar met their husband for the first time on the day of
the wedding.

Further, almost 80 per cent of women said they had to seek per-
mission from a family member to visit a health centre. Out of these
women, 80 per cent said they needed permission from their
husband, 79.89 per cent from a senior male family member and
79.94 per cent from a senior female family member.

Women, however, seemed to have control over what is cooked
in the house, a decision that 92.89 per cent women reported making
every day. About 50 per cent reported that the husband took part
in deciding what to cook, highlighting the gendered nature of
household chores.

The bias against daughters can only end if women's education
is accompanied by social and economic empowerment. The study
was conducted by the National Council of Applied Economic Re-
search and the University of Maryland. 

March 8 is international women’s day.
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Telangana Chief Minister K
Chandrasekhar Rao on Feb-
ruary 22 fulfilled a vow he

had taken during the separate
Telangana movement, offering
gold ornaments worth Rs 5.59
crore Lord Venkateswara temple at
Tirumala, drawing flak from oppo-

sition parties, who termed it a
splurge of public money.

More than two and a half years
after achieving his goal, KCR
along with family members, minis-

KCR fulfils `5 cr
vow at Tirumala
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ters and top officials made the of-
ferings on behalf of the Telangana
government at Lord Venkateswara
and Padmvathi temples.

KCR with his wife Shobha,
daughter K Kavitha and other
family members and entire en-
tourage had darshan at the hill
shrine and performed rituals. The
Chief Minister also made another
offering at Padmavathi temple.

The entourage reached Tirupati
by special aircraft on February 21.
Temple officials said this reminded
them of the days when kings of

princely states used to travel with
their entourage to make the offer-
ings.

His thanksgiving trip to the two
famous temples in Tirupati and the
offerings which cost a whopping
Rs 5.59 crore to state exchequer,
has not gone down well with the
opposition parties and other critics.

Interestingly, when KCR was
making the offerings in Tirupati to
fulfill his vow, unemployed youth
and students were on streets in Hy-
derabad demanding that he fulfill
his poll promise of one lakh jobs.

The protestors clashed with
police at few places in the city as
police foiled the rally of the unem-
ployed youth called by Telangana
Joint Action Committee (TJAC).

TJAC leader M Kodandaram,
who fought for Telangana state
with KCR but is now a major critic
of TRS chief, leaders of opposition
parties and student groups were ar-
rested.

Senior Congress leader M
Sashidhar Reddy said it was not
good on part of a Chief Minister to

make such an offering with public
money. The Bharatiya Janata Party
too criticised KCR. Party
spokesperson Krishna Sagar Rao
said that KCR possibly is the only
CM in the entire country who
spends public money so brazenly
for personal reasons.

"He seems to be totally con-
vinced that he has been elected to
be the King of Telangana state and
totally oblivious of the fact, that he
is an elected representative in a
democratic system. He is on a
brazen trip of personal splurge of
public money," he said.

The BJP leader said KCR must
understand that he is only the cus-
todian of public money for a period
of 5 years.

"He is also accountable for
every rupee he is splurging for
wasteful expenditure. BJP doesn't
have any objection to one's reli-
gious beliefs and personal vows to
god; however these vows have to
be fulfilled in individual capacity
and not by using public money," he
said. 



CITY NEWS The News You Like | March, 20178

THENEWSBUREAU

Hyderabad will soon
have a clean air author-
ity on the lines of Clean

Authority of Tokyo. The author-
ity will be headed by the Chief
Secretary of Telangana and
would include heads of all de-
partments.

Minister for Municipal Ad-
ministration K T Rama Rao pro-
posed setting up of a similar
authority for Hyderabad. A pre-
liminary meeting to work out
the modalities of the proposed
authority was held on February
10.

It was felt that the proposed
authority should have statutory
powers and that it should not be

confined to air pollution but also
include noise and water pollu-
tion as well in its jurisdiction. A
committee was constituted to
prepare a concept note. This
committee would prepare a note
on the creation of a model Act,
define structure and jurisdiction
of the proposed authority. The
contributory factors of pollution,
rules of solid waste management
and the guidelines of the Tokyo
clean air authority would also be
studied for preparing the concept
note. While the Pollution
Control Board (PCB) would
function as a regulatory and en-
forcement agency, the proposed
authority would look after plan-
ning, coordination and imple-
mentation.  

Clean air authority for
Hyderabad 
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Leading telecom player
Bharti Airtel has announced
that its users in India would

not have to pay any roaming
charges across the country from
April 1.

The company also said that
users won’t be charged extra for
data and they can use their home
network data packs when they are
on roaming network.

“This marks the death of na-
tional roaming and the whole
country will now be like a local
network for our customers, who
will not have to think twice before
making or receiving calls or using

data while travelling outside their
home base,” said Gopal Vittal,
chief executive, Bharti Airtel.

The February 10 announcement
came following a similar an-
nouncement by Reliance Jio a
week ago. For those on interna-
tional roaming, the company an-
nounced that even without a pack,
customers will not have to face bill
shocks as they will be charged an
automatic adjustment which will be
equivalent to the daily pack of the
country they are in.

“This means that the moment a
customer’s billing reaches the price
of a one-day pack for the country,
the customer will be automatically
moved to that pack. This will allow
our customers to use their devices
abroad without any fear,” the
company said. 

AIRTEL ANNOUNCES FREE
ROAMING ACROSS INDIA





Genip Pharmaceutical Pvt. LimitedEstablished in the year 2011, founded by Mr. MAHESH
KUMAR , Mr. SRINIVAS, & Mr D SATYANARAYANA is one of the fastest growing
healthcare and pharmaceutical company from Hyderabad, Telangana, India, At Genip mission
is to improve the quality of life by enabling people to do more, feel better and live longer.

Mission: The company continuously serves for the public health with maintaining
international standards. Continuously monitors and verify every stage of manufacturing cycle
right from beginning to final packing of the product. Genip assures 100% quality standards
of product. There is no compromise on the efficacy, stability and shelf life of our products.

Currently, a total of 25 products are being marketed in the region of Telangana and Andhra
Pradesh. The product portfolio includes prescription medicines which range across therapeutic
areas such as anti-infective, gynecology, Pediatrics, neurology, Orthopedics, dermatology
and general medicine.The Company is the market leader in most of the therapeutic categories
in which it operates. Also, are backed by a nation-wide network of stockiest, ensures that the
Company's products are readily available across the nation. With the dedication and
commitment, Genip believe that the world will be better, healthier and happier. Genip is
committed to developing new and effective healthcare solutions. The values on which the
group was founded have always inspired growth and will continue to do so in times to come.

Future vision:The Company expands its operations by initiating new production facility for
manufacturing of new generic products in the coming years.Genip always wanted to be one
step ahead to solve the customer healthcare needs, and expanding the business globally, by
exporting the Genip products with the trustworthy stakeholders.

At Genip, they have a Corporate Social Responsibility program that works towards fulfilling
basic healthcare, education and other developmental needs of the underserved population
The values on which the group was founded have always inspired growth and will continue to
do so in times to come.

Genip...
Always one step ahead
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IndIans
Insecure In 
amerIca
Trump’s policies
inspired racist
attacks in US
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It’s official now. The White House admitted
that the murder of Srinivas Kuchibhotla in a
restaurant in Kansas was a racist attack. 
Addressing the US Congress, President

Donald Trump on February 28 condemned the
Kansas shooting and said, “We condemn hate in
all its ugly forms. There is no place for hate
crimes in America.”

Despite saying so, he reiterated his "America
First" slogan from his Presidential campaign and
said that "America must put its own citizens first,
because only then can we truly make America
great again."

The US President also said he will continue
to tighten immigration rules. It is this controver-
sial policy of Trump that inspired hate crimes in
US ever since he won the Presidential elections. 

Srinivas was killed and his colleague Alok
Madasani from Warangal district in Telangana
was injured in the shooting.

A former Navy serviceman, Adam W Purin-
ton, opened fire as he reportedly yelled “Terror-
ist” and “get out of my country”. The two
engineers were working as aviation programme
managers at Garmin, a MNC.

Srinivas, 32, is the second man from Telan-
gana to die in a shootout in the US this month.
Software engineer Vamshi Reddy Mamidala was
shot dead in Milpitas, California, on February 10,
by an offender in the garage of his apartment
building.

The 27-year-old, who hailed from Warangal
district, died when the assailant opened fire while
fleeing after robbing a woman.

And it appears there is not going to be an end
for racist crimes, if the printed threats that were
recently pasted outside the houses of the so-
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called non-Americans in Texas are
any indication.

The printed threat says, “Resi-
dents, our new President Donald J
Trump is God’s gift to white
nation. We want to get our country
back on the right track. We need to
get rid of Muslims, Indians, Blacks
and Jews.”

It also says, “We can start with
the great state of Texas and Presi-
dent Trump will take care of the
country. These foreigners are
taking our high paying jobs and
leaving us stranded. So, please do
not sell or rent your homes to them.
WE are everywhere and watching
every move. We have our members
in the law enforcement and govern-
ment, so don’t bother about going
to them.”

It further says, “If you are one
of those above mentioned race then
this is a warning. Leave Texas or
better yet go back to where you
came from. If you don’t heed this

warning, then we are not responsi-
ble for the torture starting now.
God Bless America and God Bless
Donald J Trump!!!”

This hate campaign is the result
of Trump’s immigration policies
denounced by every reasonable
man of the world and the US judi-
ciary. Following this kind of hate
campaign and the killings of Srini-
vas and Vamshidhar Reddy, a sense
of insecurity has crept the minds of

Indians living in US. Not just
Indians living in US, but the
parents, families and friends are
worried for the safety of their kith
and kin migrated to US in search of
greener pastures. 

The entire world has been criti-
cizing Trump for this situation and
demanding for a change in his poli-
cies, hit attitude towards migrants.
But, for sure, all those living in US
are feeling insecure now. 
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The mother of Indian techie,
Srinivas Kuchibhotla, who
was shot dead in the US in

a racist attack, questioned the im-
migration policies of President
Donald Trump, which allegedly
triggered racist attacks.

"The US is the country of mi-
gration. People from all countries
migrate to US. Who are you to say
don't come," asked Parvathavard-
hini, mother of Srinivas, who was
cremated on February 28.

"If you kill people because of
their colour and race, what will
happen to their parents? Did you
give birth to them, raised and edu-
cated them," asked the grief-
stricken mother, opening up for the
first time since Kansas shooting in-
cident which killed her son.

Srinivas, 32, was killed and

Alok Madasani was injured when
Adam W. Purinton, a white man
who earlier served in the US Navy,
shot them at the Austins Bar &
Grill in Olathe, Kansas state, on
Wednesday night.

Purinton reportedly got into an
argument with the victims and
hurled racial slurs. He yelled "get

out of my country", "terrorist"
before shooting them.

Parvathavardhini said her son
had gone to the bar with his friend
to see the football match on a big
screen. "His wife had gone to the
office and till her return he wanted
to spend some time. Was this a
crime?" she asked while talking to
media persons. 

She claimed that Srinivas did
not say anything to the man who
entered into an argument. "My son
did not say anything even though
the attacker kept throwing racial
slurs," she said.

She said Indians living in the
US should stay united to prevent
such incidents. She, however, was
not sure how they will succeed in
the atmosphere created in that
country. 

Srinivas’s mother
questions Trump’s policies
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi urged the United
States to keep an open mind

on admitting skilled Indian
workers. Modi's comments re-
flected concern that India's $150
billion IT services industry would

suffer if the United States curbs the
visas, known as H-1B, it relies on
to send its software experts to the
United States on project work.

"The prime minister referred to
the role of skilled Indian talent in
enriching the American economy
and society," Modi's office said in
a statement after he met a biparti-
san delegation of 26 members of
the US Congress.

"He urged developing a reflec-
tive, balanced and far-sighted per-
spective on movement of skilled
professionals."

Indian nationals are by far the
largest group of recipients of the

65,000 H-1B visas issued each year
to new applicants under a cap man-
dated by Congress. Exemptions on
the H-1B cap are available to up to
20,000 further applicants who have
obtained a U.S. master's degree.

The actual number of Indian na-
tionals working in the United
States under the H-1B programme
is significantly higher, however,
because many visas are rolled over.

Microsoft CEO Satya Nadella,
who was born in India, also met
Modi on Tuesday. He told the Eco-
nomic Times earlier that his own
career had been made possible by

"an enlightened immigration
policy".

Initial confidence that
Asia's third-largest
economy would benefit
from Trump's election
victory has given way to
concern that his isola-

Keep an open mind
Modi to truMp
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tionist rhetoric and hostility to free
trade would hurt India's hi-tech and
outsourcing industry.

The sector, led by Tata Consul-
tancy Services, Infosys Ltd and
Wipro Ltd, employs 3.5 million
people and is lobbying against pro-
posed U.S. visa curbs - including
increases on salaries that H-1B visa
holders must earn.

Part of the delegation led by
Congressman Bob Goodlatte, a Re-

publican from Virginia who chairs
the House Judiciary Committee,
met Ravi Shankar Prasad, India's
minister in charge of electronics
and IT.

Goodlatte, speaking at the
meeting with Prasad, declined to
answer a question on visa restric-
tions, saying it was up to the presi-
dent to reassess his policies on
immigration.

A senior Indian official, speak-

ing on condition of anonymity, said
India hoped to resolve the visa
issue with the United States but de-
clined to be drawn on the details.

The government supported a
move by NASSCOM, India's high-
tech industry association, to lobby
US lawmakers and companies to
urge the administration not to crack
down on allowing its skilled
workers into the United States, the
source said. 
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"The Department no
longer will exempt
classes or categories of

removable aliens from potential en-
forcement,” the Department of
Homeland Security said in an en-
forcement memo.

"Department personnel have
full authority to arrest or apprehend
an alien whom an immigration

officer has probable cause to
believe is in violation of the immi-
gration laws," it said.

The Department of Homeland
Security has issued two enforce-
ment memos, which among other
things, tightens deportation of
illegal immigrants. The emphasis is
on criminal aliens, though, but
opens up the door for others too.

Indian-Americans, who as per
an unofficial count account for

nearly 3 lakh illegal aliens, are
likely to be greatly impacted by
this.

According to the memo, the
DHS Secretary has the authority to
apply expedited removal provi-
sions to aliens who have not been
admitted or paroled into the US,
who are inadmissible, and who
have not been continuously physi-
cally present in the US for the two-
year period immediately prior to

Ban on undocumented  immigrants
will impact Indian-Americans

The US government issued a sweeping set of orders on February 21
that implement President Donald Trump's plan to increase
immigration enforcement, placing the nation's 11 million

undocumented immigrants at risk of deportation.
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the determination of their inadmis-
sibility, so that such aliens are im-
mediately removed unless the alien
is an unaccompanied minor,
intends to apply for asylum or has
a fear of persecution or torture in
their home country, or claims to
have lawful immigration status.

The memorandum said when
illegal aliens apprehended do not
pose a risk of a subsequent illegal
entry, returning them to the foreign
contiguous territory from which
they arrived, pending the outcome
of removal proceedings, saves the
government detention and adjudi-

cation resources for other priority
aliens.

"CBP and ICE personnel shall,
to the extent lawful, appropriate
and reasonably practicable, return
such aliens to such territories
pending their hearings," the memo
said. The Democrats were quick to
oppose this.

"These guidelines are now the
official policy of the Trump Ad-
ministration, implementing the
President's mass deportation Exec-
utive Orders," Senator Dick
Durbin, the Democratic Senator
from Illinois and Ranking Member

of the Senate Judiciary Subcom-
mittee on Immigration said.

In a statement, he called on his
counterpart on the Judiciary Sub-
committee on Immigration, Chair-
man John Cornyn, to hold hearings
on these orders.

"We need an immediate public
examination in Congress of these
heavy-handed, anti-family poli-
cies," he said.

Beth Werlin, executive director
of American Immigration Council
said the memos indicate that many
people in the interior of the country
not just those at the border could be
subject to expedited deportation
without going before a judge, the
details of which DHS said will be
forthcoming in a notice in the
Federal Register.

Asserting that anyone who is
living in the country illegally are
subject to be removed, the White
House ALSO said that illegal im-
migrants who pose a threat to the
nations security like the criminals
are top on the list of priority to be
deported.

"People who pose a threat to the
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country are immediately dealt with.
There are about a million such
people in the country now. Presi-
dent is consistent with his priori-
ties. Anyone who is living in the
country illegally is subject to
removal illegally," White House
Press Secretary Sean Spicer told re-
porters at his daily news confer-
ence.

Spicer was responding to ques-
tion after the Department of Home-
land Security issued two
memorandums to implement the
executive orders of the US Presi-
dent on immigration. According to
him, there are about 14-15 million
illegal immigrants in the country of
which one million pose a threat to
the safety and security of the
country.

"The number one priority when
you look at the scope of how many
people are in the country illegally,
the number one priority is making
sure that people who pose a threat
to this country are immediately
dealt with," he said, adding that this
is not a small group of people.

"We are talking close to a
million people who have already
been adjudicated, and their status
processed through a formal due
process system. So what we need
to do now is to make sure that we
focus the resources and the efforts
on those people going first and
foremost. The fact sheet and the in-
formation we put out lays that out
very, very clearly what is being
done," Spicer said.

But for so long, the people at
Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment and Customs and Border
Police "had their hands cuffed
behind them," he rued and blamed
the previous Obama Administra-
tion on that.

"But, right now, what we've
done is to make sure that they have
the ability and the guidance and the
resources to do what they - what
their mission is, and that's it, plain
and simple. And the president is
consistent with his priority of
making sure that those people who
pose a threat to this country are the
first ones to go," Spicer said.

One of the memos, he said out-
lines the steps that Department of
Homeland Security (DHS) will
take to secure the nations southern
border, prevent further illegal im-
migration and to repatriate illegal
immigrants swiftly, consistently
and humanely.

"This includes immediately
identifying and allocating all
sources of available funding for the
planning, design, construction, and
maintenance of a wall along our
southern border and hiring of addi-
tional personnel including 5,000
additional CBP border agents," he
said.

The memo regarding the exec-
utive order enhancing public safety
in the interior of the United States,
outlines several practices and poli-
cies in order to strengthen the effi-
cient and faithful execution of this
country's immigration laws.

That includes hiring more ICE
agents and officers, as well as ad-
ditional mission support and legal
staff necessary to support their ac-
tivities, he added. 
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The killing of Indian techie,
Srinivas Kuchibhotla, in a

racist attack in Kansas, prompted
the Telangana American Telugu
Association (TATA) issue an advi-
sory for the Telugu speaking people
to not converse in their mother
tongue in public places.

The association has also asked
members not to get into confronta-
tions in public.

TATA has released a charter
with five advices to the commu-
nity:
1. Do not get intro argument that

with others at public places.
2. Should someone provoke you,

avoid confrontation and leave
the area.

3. As much as we love talking in
our mother tongue, it can often
be misconstrued.  Please see if
you can communicate in
English in public places

4. Isolated places can often be tar-
geted. Please avoid going or

staying alone.
5. During emergency, do not hesi-

tate to call 911.
It isn’t just associations and

people based in America who are
feeling nervous after the murder,
but those in India too. The NRI
Parents Association based out of
Telangana had said that they were
worried about safety of students
and young Indians in America.

The mortal remains of Srinivas
reached Hyderabad on Monday
night. Family and friends paid
homage to him

The last rites were performed
on Tuesday and hundreds of people
from across the city came to pay
their respects. 

TATA issues advisory
for Telugus in US
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Sixty-two days after six-year-
old Sai Pravallika, who was
administered with contami-

nated saline at Gandhi Hospital,
died on February 7, while undergo-
ing treatment for pneumonia.

A native of Jangaon, Pravallika,
daughter of D Bhikshapathy, was
admitted to Gandhi Hospital on
December 7, 2016 with pneumonia
and high fever. A few days later she
was administered intravenous fluid
during which one saline bottle con-
taining insect and fungus material
was administered to the girl.

By the time the girl’s family
noticed the insect in the IV bag,
most of its contents were already

administered and Pravallika has
been critical since then and was
battling for her life in the hospital.

Administering saline containing
insect and fungus material spiraled
into a major controversy with Op-
position raising the issue in the
state Assembly too. 

Bhikshapathy said several polit-
ical leaders visited his daughter at
the hospital. But nobody extended
any help. “Nobody could save my
daughter. Our family is now in-
complete without her,” he said.

However, hospital superinten-
dent, J Venkateshwar Reddy had
said the infection can be controlled
even if the saline was contami-
nated.

He had also said earlier that pa-

tients like Pravallika, who suffer
from Neuronal Ceroid Lipofusci-
nosis, have a shortened lifespan
with death occurring between the
age of 6 and 13 years.

Bhikshapathy is a driver and
ever since Pravallika’s hospitalisa-
tion, he has been unemployed. He
sold his land to pay for her medi-
cines, and his only hope now is his
other daughter. “I will live for her,”
he said.

“I have been begging every-
body for the past two months to
save my daughter. My wife has
been sitting quietly for hours, she
is not talking or eating anything.
Now it feels like our family has
become incomplete without my
daughter,” he said. 

Hospital’s negligence claims
6-year-old girl’s life
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The Telangana government
has ordered a probe by an
IAS officer into the death of

five women at government-run
Niloufer Hospital in Hyderabad.

Hyderabad District Collector
and Magistrate Rahul Bojja will
conduct the inquiry into the death
of the women after delivering
babies during the first week of Feb-
ruary. 

Health Minister C Lakshma
Reddy announced the probe even
as the hospital authorities shut
down the operation theatres citing
periodic sanitation work.

The minister said the probe by
the IAS officer will be in addition
to the inquiry being conducted by

a three-member committee. The
Director of Medical Education
formed the three member commit-

tee.
Taking a serious note of the

deaths, the minister reviewed the
situation with top officials. He di-
rected them to take all steps to
ensure that such incidents do not
recur in future and initiate action
against those found guilty.

The women died after cae-
sarean surgeries, leading to a
furore. Officials said one of them
died due to heavy bleeding post
surgery. The authorities swung into
action after relatives of one woman
staged a protest at the hospital on
February 6.

All C-section operations have
been halted at the hospital and only
natural deliveries are being taken
up. 

Facing flak over c-section
deaths in Hyderabad, Telangana

orders probe by Ias officer
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Sasikala’s political career hit a
roadblock even before it took
off. The Supreme Court set

aside the Karnataka High Court
verdict acquitting Sasikala, her
niece Ilavarasi, nephew VN Sud-
hakaran and late CM Jayalalithaa in
the Disproportionate Assets case.

In doing so, the apex court has
restored the Special Court’s judge-
ment by Michael D’Cunha in Sep-
tember 2014 with penalties, which
convicted all four accused in the 20-
year-old corruption case. With this
Sasikala has been disqualified from
contesting the elections for nearly
10 years. The AIADMK General
Secretary who was elected as leader
of the Legislature Party on Febru-
ary 5, landed in the Parappana
Agrahara central prison in Ben-
galuru, instead of becoming the
Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu.

Her dream of becoming Chief
Minister was stalled by former
Chief Minister O Panneerselvam,
who staged a revolt. Though he
could not garner support from the
MLAs, OPS could force Sasikala
nominate her trusted lieutenant
Edappadi Palanisamy as the new
chief minister and she herself went
to prison.

OPS was hailed as hero by the
Tamil Nadu people and also by the
Tamil film industry for his bold
step. Even now, OPS camp is not
allowing Sasikala to stay in peace. 

While OPS launched a signature
campaign to convert Poes Garden
residence of Jayalalithaa into a me-
morial, his supporter and AIADMK
MP V Maitreyan demanded a probe

on the death of former TN CM and
party supremo J Jayalalithaa in his
meeting with President Pranab
Mukherjee. The senior leader told
the President that there were huge
doubts over the death.

“When Jayalalithaa was admit-
ted, it was told that she had fever
and no major health problem. But
then she was there for 75 days,”
Maitreyan told reporters after his
meeting with the president.

"Our beloved Amma passed
away on December 5, many in the
state, especially women have
doubts over her death. It was well
known that Amma had a mini hos-
pital inside her Poes Garden house.
It surprised us that she was rushed
to hospital for fever in spite of
having such a big set up at home,"
Maithreyan said.

He questioned why no one was

allowed to meet her. "She did not
have any disease that disallowed
her from meeting anyone. We have
asked the President to investigate
what treatment she received and
what happened in her residence on
September 22," he said. Apollo hos-
pital has informed the court that
they decided to cease treatment
when they were unable to revive
her. Maithreyan asked who gave the
authorisation to cease treatment. 

“We demand a thorough probe
into the matter. We think the present
Tamil Nadu government will not
accept our demand. Hence, we ap-
proached the President and submit-
ted a memorandum,” he added.

Jayalalithaa was admitted to the
Apollo Hospital in Chennai on Sep-
tember 22, and died on December 5
after she was treated for 75 days in
hospital.

End of Sasikala’s dreams
OPS camp continues to give trouble for Sasikala camp
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In December last week and
January first week, one heard
voters say 'Akhilesh, Akhilesh'

everywhere, and these were not just
Yadav or Muslim voters. Upper
caste and non-Yadav OBC Hindus
were also widely heard praising
Akhilesh Yadav. 

Many were saying 'Modi for
centre and Akhilesh for state.' Sud-
denly, one hears only Yadavs and
Muslims respond to Akhilesh
Yadav's branding and development
work. When you ask voters about
Akhilesh, most praise him or at
least say he is ok, but other factors
are coming in the way of pressing
cycle on the EVM. 

One reason for this perhaps is
the Akhilesh Yadav has frittered
away his early gains by not cam-
paigning till the end of January, as
he was busy fighting for ownership
of the cycle symbol with his es-
tranged father and uncle. He lost
the momentum. 

You have to ask people about
Akhilesh and only then do they say
positive things about him. By
themselves, they do no bring him
up (except Muslims). For instance,
you don't hear many people talk
about his promise of free smart-
phones.

Another reason why Akhilesh
lost sheen these days is that since
the SP announced its alliance with
Congress, Akhilesh Yadav's brand-
ing has been replaced by joint
branding of Akhilesh Yadav and
Rahul Gandhi. Akhilesh Yadav's
slogan work speaks for itself has
been replaced by UP likes them to-
gether. 

At the campaign level, this has
not only side-stepped Brand
Akhilesh, but also confused his
messaging before voters. Should
people vote to make him CM or
should they vote because they like
his friendship with Rahul Gandhi?

If there is no Akhilesh wave,
there is no Modi wave either.
Learning from its mistake in Bihar,

the BJP has successfully prevented
this election from becoming a
Modi election. Modi is doing only
12 odd rallies, in contrast to 30 plus
rallies he did throughout the Bihar
election. The BJP's campaign is
about the BJP, not about Modi or a
CM candidate face. 

The BJP's posters never have
Modi alone, not even Modi and
Amit Shah alone. They have a few
state leaders of various castes and
regions. The 2014 Modi wave saw
even some Yadavs and Dalits vote
for Modi. That's not happening in
this election.

There may be no Modi wave
but nobody is speaking negatively
about Modi. Even the small section
of upper castes disenchanted by the
BJP for now, would vote Modi if it
were a Lok Sabha election.

There is no Mayawati wave
either. Dalits complain about law
and order, as do many non-Yadav
OBCs. Unlike the past, they are not
coming together against Yadav
dominance in a big way as non-

uP heading
for a hung

assembly?
An election wave makes itself heard even if

you try not to hear it. For now, this UP
election is an unexpected muddle. In this
muddle, there are some points of clarity. 
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Yadav OBCs are heavily inclined
towards the BJP this time.
Mayawati's pitch for a Dalit-
Muslim alliance has failed as
Muslims are inclined towards the
SP-Congress alliance.

There may be no BSP or
Mayawati wave, but the BSP in this
election is the party of choice for
those who are unhappy with both
the BJP and the SP-Congress. This
is operating more at the con-
stituency level. The BSP has the
least bad candidate selection, done
much before the BJP or SP-Con-
gress. In many places, BSP has
fresh faces. It is impossible to say
how much this would benefit the
BSP, but with a solid Dalit vote
bank, the BSP remains a force to
reckon with even at its worst.

Until the SP-Congress alliance
was announced, there was a lot of
talk about whether Muslims would
see the SP or the BSP as their first
choice. The alliance ended that dis-
cussion. Only in seats where the SP

candidate is not seen as winnable
are the Muslims going with the
BSP. Muslims are the only voters
widely using the word Gatbandhan,
or alliance. This has effectively
brought about a Yadav-Muslim
consolidation, much like 2012. 

At the same time it has reduced
the attraction of non-Yadav
Hindus, both upper castes and
OBCs, towards Akhilesh Yadav as
a CM who has tried to rise over
caste and community. With the
Muslim-Yadav consolidation, the
SP is reverting to its old self.

As caste and candidate domi-
nate the public discussion on the

election, the BJP's gains from com-
munal polarisation are limited.
High Muslim population in the
first, a second and sixth phase often
turns the battle into a Hindu-
Muslim one. But it is less Hindu-
Muslim than usual. It is not 2014
when the memory of the 2014
Muzaffarnagar riots was fresh. 

The BJP's attempts to polarise
have been delayed and inefficient.
Its campaign over triple talaq for
instance, did not end up becoming
a big issue. Besides, Hindu-Muslim
polarisation often helps the SP in
seats with large Muslim popula-
tions, especially if the Hindu vote
is not seeing consolidation. In other
words, the three phases with high
Muslim population are unlikely to
see a BJP sweep like 2014. They
are more likely to be a mixed bag.
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It is funny how Akhilesh Yadav
tried to tone down the SP's usual
rhetoric around Muslim identity
politics, yet it is Muslims who
seem to be fond of him. Every-
where, Muslim voters are speaking
of Akhilesh the way Modi fans
speak of Modi. Muslim voters
insist they are Akhilesh fans only
because he delivers development
without discrimination to all sec-
tions of society. They defend him
on the high number of incidents of
communal violence during his
regime. Not just young ones,
Muslims of all ages have bought
Brand Akhilesh hook, line and
sinker.

The SP, Congress and BJP, all
three are facing unhappy commu-
nities over the choice of tickets.
There is rebellion on a lot many

seats. Everywhere you can find
their party workers complain about
the choice of candidates. 

Caste and candidate are a prime
topic of conversation among voters
everywhere. Upper castes are
unhappy where the BJP has given
tickets to OBCs and OBCs are
unhappy where tickets have been
given to upper castes. The SP-Con-
gress have done a bad job of ticket
distribution because of their family
feud and a messy last minute al-
liance. But what's the BJP's
excuse? No one knows.

Smart and early ticket distribu-
tion is helping the BSP, though
only a little. A small section of
upper castes, especially Brahmins
and Baniyas, who are unhappy
with the BJP for demonetization
and tickets are seeing the BSP as an

option. Since this is happening
silently, it is difficult to estimate the
extent of this shift. 

For such voters, the SP-Con-
gress is not an option because they
don't want to vote with Muslims,
don't like Yadav dominance in their
constituency, or do not want to vote
for the Congress. They appreciate
Akhilesh Yadav but his image and
work are not enough to make them
press the cycle button.

Very few non-traders complain
about demonetisation. You can
even find Yadavs and Dalits praise
Modi for it. The November eupho-
ria over fighting black money is no
longer there. Yet, if you ask Modi
supporters why they like Modi,
they often say notebandi was great,
and they are happy about news of
tax raids and Modi's promise to
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clean up the economy of black
money. 

This is especially true of the the
most backward castes. Demoneti-
sation is still a net loss for Modi
over the sweeping votes he got in
2014, but that the poor approve of
the move even now is an indication
that Modi's class narrative of be-
coming a messiah of the poor is
working.

It is difficult to estimate the
extent, but the trading community
is reluctant to go and vote. One has
heard from a few traders the figure
of 20 percent who may sit at home.
But there are also those voting SP
or BSP to make the BJP lose, so as
to send a message to the BJP. 

What they are most unhappy
about is what they see as an
attempt to brand them as black
money hoarders and thieves with
tax terrorism. Losing some of its
core voters is bad news for the BJP,
which is unable to either trumpet
or defend demonetisation in its

campaign. Like voters, the BJP too
is trying not to talk about demon-
etisation, but it knows very well
the silent undercurrent amongst
traders. Ask them who they are
voting for, and they say Modi. Not
BJP or its candidate, but Modi.
They have been impressed by
Modi's policies and promises, are
often inclined towards Hindutva,
and are even attracted to Modi as
one of them. 

It is important to note that Jats
in west UP are non-Yadav OBCs
and they have deserted the BJP this
time. It is safe to say that while
non-Yadav OBCs are mostly with
the BJP, they are also affected by
changing caste equations and poor
candidate selection affect them
too. So while non-Yadav OBCs are
mostly with the BJP, the consolida-
tion is not like 2014.

The RLD should thus win a
few seats, but this will damage the
BJP a lot more than benefit the
RLD. The Jat desertion of the BJP

in phase one has damaged its
ability to build a hawa in its favour.
Jat disenchantment with Modi is
also the reason why communal po-
larisation was weaker than caste
politics in phase one.

Equations are changing daily, is
what one often hears by the so-
cially influential people who dom-
inate the village square. This UP
election has become 403 elections,
the constituency dynamic overrid-
ing all attempts of parties to create
a statewide narrative that could
turn into a wave.

Nine of ten people you speak to
in a day say they expect a hung as-
sembly. That does not happen
these days. 

The days of unstable coalitions
ended in Uttar Pradesh a decade
ago. In 2014, the Lok Sabha saw
India's first government with a
single party majority in 30 years.
Voters expect a hung assembly but
that does not mean it will necessar-
ily be a hung assembly.  



The News You Like | March, 2017 POLITICS 29

THENEWSBUREAU

All India Congress Commit-
tee (AICC) general secre-
tary, Digvijaya Singh

landed in trouble for a tweet about
madarasas. A week after Singh
accused madarsas of spreading
hatred through his twitter handle,
Hyderabad city police booked a
criminal case against him on a com-
plaint filed by Majlis Bachao
Tahreek (MBT).

The case was filed at Dabeer-
pura Police Station on February 27
on a complaint filed by Amjed
Ullah Khan of MBT under under

section 295 A of IPC for his delib-
erate and malicious acts, intended
to outrage religious feelings of any
class by insulting its religion or re-
ligious beliefs.

“I waited for one week to see if
Congress leaders Rahul Gandhi and
Sonia Gandhi react to this or not,
but nothing happened, which means
they are all accepting his comment
on madrasas. That’s why I have
come forward and filed a com-
plaint,” Amjed said.

On February 21, the Congress
leader had tweeted, “Is there a dif-
ference between Madarsas and
Saraswati Shishu Mandir Schools

run by RSS? I don't think so. Both
spread Hatred."

The Congress leader’s comment
has hurt the sentiments of the
Muslim community since Madarsas
are schools of learning of Islamic
education where students are taught
various aspects of Islam and
modern education including the
state official languages like Telugu,
Marathi and others, Amjed said.

Digvijay Singh’s comment indi-
rectly labels lakhs of students and
the Muslim community as anti na-
tional or anti social elements,
Amjed alleged in his complaint and
sought action.

Digvijaya Singh lands in trouble
Case booked for

comments against madarsas
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More and more
cases are
coming to light

in which fake complaints
were filed against
Nayeem and his associ-
ates after the gangster was
killed in an alleged police
encounter in Mahbubna-
gar some time ago.

In one case, owner of
a land in Bhongir has sold
five acres to a retired gov-
ernment employee in
early 2000. However, he
later wanted to cancel the
sale and approached the
court. After a prolonged
legal battle for 14 years,
the land owner who sold
his agriculture land lost
the case completely.

In the meantime, the
retired government em-
ployee developed the land
and took up farming.
However, the land owner
filed a case against the
retired government em-
ployee after Nayeem’s
death alleging that the
land was forcibly taken
from him, sources said.

In another instance, a
father and son had prop-
erty dispute and they have
approached the police
after the death of Nayeem
alleging that the gangster
had taken their property.
In yet another case, some
members of the manage-

ment of Gokul Coopera-
tive Urban Bank in Hy-
derabad, who have
siphoned off Rs 9 crore
tried to save themselves
by falsely alleging that
Nayeem had forcibly ex-
torted money from them
due to which they were
unable to pay back the
money to their customers.

Sources also said that
about 27 cases out of 197
registered against
Nayeem are extortion
cases which took place in
the last five years while
the remaining cases

pertain to land disputes
which date back to 10-15
years. It is difficult to find
evidence in such cases
and bring them to a
logical conclusion.

Meanwhile, a few
photographs showing
Nayeem in close conver-
sation with some police
officials were doing
rounds on social media
and also on the main-
stream media. In one
photo, some police offi-
cials were having dinner
along with the gangster,
while in two separate

photos, two different
police officials were seen
in conservation with him.
In yet another photo, a
police official in uniform
was seen seeking bless-
ings at a Ganesh pandal
organised by Nayeem.

SIT sources said all
the photos were taken
prior to 2005 when
Nayeem was regularly at-
tending courts and was
not a fugitive. Hundreds
of such photos were
available with people in
and around Bhongir and
the SIT also has several
photos.

Meanwhile, Inspector
General of Police, SIT, Y
Nagi Reddy, said as many
as 125 persons were ar-
rested, 330 persons taken
in to custody on prisoner
transit warrants and 107
persons were taken into
police custody so far for
interrogation.

He also said that the
SIT has examined 878
witnesses so far and filed
charge sheets in 18 cases.
Further, 14 associates of
Nayeem have been de-
tained under PD Act.

The senior police
officer said that the inves-
tigation has been going at
a fast pace in an impartial
manner and the SIT has
been able to collect
details of several cases
within a short period.

many cases against nayeem and his
associates turning out to be fake
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An ATM operated by the
State Bank of India in the
National capital dispensed

fake 2,000 rupee notes on February
6 and police said on February 22
that they had identified the culprits.
Rohit, a customer care executive
who got the notes, reported the
matter to the police.

In his complaint, Rohit said he
tried to withdraw Rs 8,000 at around
7.45 p.m. from the ATM at the T-
Point at Tigri in Sangam Vihar but
all the four 2,000 rupee notes turned
out to be fake.

After informing the ATM guard
posted there, he made an official
complaint to the police which sent a
sub-inspector to the ATM.

The sub-inspector withdrew
another 2,000 rupee note from the
ATM which too turned out to be
similarly fake, after which the police
registered an FIR.

The incident was reported in
south Delhi where a State Bank of
India ATM dispensed the fake notes

on February 6, with "Children Bank
of India" printed in place of Reserve
Bank of India.

The notes also had numerous
glaring discrepancies including the
words "Churan lable", a "PK" logo
and "000000" serial number. It also
read "Guaranteed by the Children's
Government" printed in place of
"Guaranteed by the Central Govern-
ment". Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner of Police Rajiv Ranjan Singh
said that the vendor who supplied
the cash to the ATM and the persons
who inserted the fake notes had

been identified. The officer put the
number of fake notes dispensed by
the ATM at three.

On February 22, Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal slammed
Prime Minister Narendra Modi for
the fake currency. "A Prime Minis-
ter who can't even print notes prop-
erly; how can he run the country?
He has reduced the whole nation
into a laughing stock," the Aam
Aadmi Party leader tweeted. 

A case of cheating and related
offences has been filed against
unknown persons under sections
489-b, 489-e and 420 of the Indian
Penal Code, the police said. Experts
say it is possible for an ATM to dis-
pense even a simple sheet of paper
if its size is the same as the currency
notes.

"Technically, yes. ATMs are not
equipped to read the security fea-
tures of notes. Only the size needs
to be the same," K Srinivas, Manag-
ing Director BTI Payments, an RBI-
licensed firm that operates cash
dispensers not owned and managed
by banks.

SBI ATM dispenses fake
notes, culprits identified
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Udayan Das, the brutal serial
killer, who murdered and
entombed his live-in

partner Akansha Sharma after
killing his parents in a similar
fashion a few years ago, said he
drew inspiration from American
crime movies and TV series of the
likes of Devil's Knot and CSI: New
York.

He had killed Akansha al-
legedly in December last year. The
incident came to light when West
Bengal Police arrived in Bhopal in
search of Akansha, following a
complaint lodged by her father

Shivendra Sharma.
The 32-year-old killer had no

friends even as a child and was fre-
quently bullied by other children.
He was mocked for his dark com-
plexion by everyone. This, an inter-
rogator believes, could have
contributed in his evolving into a
psychopath.

Police say there was a complex
world that Udayan had created for
himself, where he would spend lav-
ishly and would not care for
anyone but himself. It was this
mentality that led him to create
over 110 fake email and Facebook
accounts. 

"He would note down the email

IDs and passwords and then use
them to comment on his own posts.
He even posted likes from different
accounts just to portray that he was
successful and accepted in life," an
official said.

Sources in the police said
around 2,500 CDs of Hollywood
movies and television series mostly
based on crime were found in his
house.

During interrogation, he had
said that following a dispute, in a
fit of rage, he strangled Akansha.
He had also confessed to have mur-
dered his parents in 2012 and
buried them in the garden of their
residence. 

Inspired by American
movies and TV series, man

kills girlfriend
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Facebook friendship
proves disastrous for three

P. VISHNUVARDHANREDDY

Social media friendship could
prove harmful if proper care
is not taken. Here are two in-

stances wherein friendship devel-
oped through the social networking
site facebook proved disastrous for
the victims.

In one case, a 24-year-old
woman, a resident of Bairamalguda
in Rachakonda Police Commis-
sionerate area developed friendship
with 34-year-old Chandrasekhar, a
native of Visakhapatnam district.

According to police, Chan-

drasekhar made the woman believe
that he had completed his bache-
lor’s in technology and was
working in Singapore with a
monthly pay package of Rs 2 lakh.
He also made her believe that he
was only 29-year-old.

The woman completely trusted
him and fell in love with him. After
five months of online friendship,
they decided to get marry. The
girl’s parents did not bother to
check the background of the man
and agreed for the marriage. Their
marriage was performed in a grand
manner in 2015, police said.

Soon after the marriage, Chan-
drasekhar collected the educational
certificates and other documents
from the woman assuring that he
would complete the visa formali-
ties for her and take her to Singa-
pore. But that never happened.
Instead, the woman’s gold orna-
ments were mortgaged by Chan-
drasekhar’s family, police said.

It was then the woman and her
parents made a background check
and realised that Chandrasekhar
was doing a private job locally and
was getting just Rs 20,000 a month.
When she confronted Chan-
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drasekhar and her family about
this, they began demanding more
and more money from her and al-
legedly subjected her to mental and
physical torture, police said.

Consequently, she approached
the court for justice. The court di-
rected L B Nagar police to register
a case against Chandrasekhar and
his family. Currently, the case is
under investigation.

In another case, Dinesh of
Gandhinagar developed friendship
over facebook with Ramesh Naik,
an engineering graduate from
Bodhan in Nizamabad district
living at Dilsukhnagar. Last month,
Ramesh came to the residence of
Dinesh and threw a liquor party.
Both consumed liquor and went to
sleep. 

The next morning, Dinesh
found his laptop, two mobile
phones and debit cards were
missing. He also could not find

Ramesh. In the meantime, he came
to know that Rs 79,000 was with-
drawn from his accounts. Immedi-
ately, he tried to contact Ramesh
over phone but the mobile phone
was switched off, police said.

Suspecting that Ramesh could
be behind the theft, Dinesh lodged
a complaint with Gandhinagar
police. After thorough investiga-
tion, police arrested Ramesh and
recovered laptop and two mobile
phones stolen from the house of
Dinesh.

In yet another case, reported in
Bengaluru, 26-year-old Pragadish
Kapoor, lured the victim he came
in touch through facebook, with a
modeling assignment. The accused
took the minor girl, a native of
Mumbai pursuing fashion design
course in Bengaluru to a place on
the pretext of discussing a model-
ing assignment on February 5. 

He offered her a glass of milk

allegedly spiked with sedative and
raped her and also made a video of
it.  The incident came to light when
Kapoor started blackmailing the
victim with the video and de-
manded more sexual favours from
her.

The victim narrated her ordeal
to her friend, who asked her to seek
police help. The victim filed a com-
plaint following which the police
arrested Kapoor under POCSO
Act. They have seized his laptop
and found several objectionable
video clips of other women and
girls.

Police suspect that Kapoor
could have used similar modus
operandi to lure and blackmail
gullible models and students. 

Police appealed to the people
not to trust the people who became
friends through social networking
sites without making a thorough
background check. 
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When accosted by two cops
for their arms around each

other in the park in the Napier
museum in Kerala’s capital Thiru-
vananthapuram, a couple did some-
thing the cops had not expected.
They took to Facebook Live and
called them out on their moral
policing.

The couple, Vishnu and Arathy,
were in a park when they were ap-
proached by two constables who
accused them of being vulgar in
public. The couple were later taken
to a police station and fined. 

Vishnu was seen on the video
questioning the police officers on
why sitting together in a public
park was a nuisance. The video

shows one of the cops telling the
couple that they would call their
parents and then think of whether
to marry them off or not, and that
otherwise such acts were not
allowed in public places.

While they kept questioning as
to why they were being harassed,
one of the cops was heard saying
that the couple was kissing and the
couple asked them to prove it. The
Facebook Live video has since
gone viral.

After the incident, the couple
was taken into custody by the
police and fined Rs 200. They were
then let off.

"When we said we were not
married, they said that such vulgar
behaviour was not permitted in the
premises of the museum. To this,

Vishnu demanded to know what
we had done wrong. In fact, this is
a grave violation of human rights.
How can the police evict us from
the museum alleging that we
caused public nuisance, when we
did not?" Arathy said.

However, the police do not
think it as moral policing. A senior
officer said, "The police acted
based on the complaint received at
the police station, not suo-motto.
This is more of a cultural issue
which some sections of the public
have not come to terms with." 

Kerala couple calls out
moral policing by cops
through Facebook live
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The recently launched Bharat Interface for Money
(BHIM) app has seen more than 140 lakh registration.
"The recently launched BHIM app by the government

of India will unleash the power of mobile phones for digital pay-
ments and financial inclusion. So far, over 140 lakh people have
adopted the BHIM app," IT minister Ravi Shankar Prasad said.

He added that the government will launch two new schemes
to promote the usage of BHIM - Referral Bonus Scheme for indi-
viduals and a Cashback Scheme for merchants.

Aadhar Pay, a merchant version of Aadhar Enabled Payment
System, will also be launched shortly. This will be specifically benefi-
cial for those who do not have debit cards, mobile wallets and mobile
phones.

"Digital economy aims for speed, accountability and transparency. We
are also creating an eco-system to make India a global hub for electronics
manufacturing," the minister said, adding: "Over 250 investment pro-
posals for electronics manufacturing have been received in the last two
years, totalling an investment of Rs 1.26 lakh crore." 

BHIM APP
REGISTRATION

CROSSED
140 LAKH:
PRASAD
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India may have to import milk in
four years, if it cannot increase
fodder supply for its 299

million cattle, as rising pressure on
land reduces pastures nationwide.

Spurred by rising incomes, a
growing population and changing
food preferences, the demand for
milk and milk products will grow to
at least 210 million tonnes by 2021-
22, a rise of 36 per cent over five
years, according to government es-
timates. To meet this demand, pro-
duction must grow by 5.5 per cent
per annum, according to the State of
India's Livelihood (SOIL) report. In
2014-15 and 2015-16, milk produc-

tion grew at 6.2 per cent and 6.3 per
cent, respectively.

To boost milk yield, India would
need to generate 1,764 million
tonnes of fodder by 2020, according
to an IndiaSpend analysis of gov-
ernment data. But existing sources
can only manage about 900 million
tonnes of fodder -- a shortage of 49
per cent.

Demand for private consump-
tion has risen from five per cent per
annum in the period 1998-2005 to
8.5 per cent per annum between
2005 and 2012, according to an
Indian Institute of Management,
Bangalore, report.

This demand and supply gap
has pushed up milk prices by an

average of 16 per cent per annum,
according to the 2015 SOIL report.

In the decade to 2015, milk pro-
duction went up 59 per cent from
92 million tonnes to 146 million
tonnes in 2015. But fodder short-
ages may knock India off its posi-
tion as the world's top milk
producer (it contributes nearly 17
per cent of global production).

The milk productivity of India's
livestock is less than half (48 per
cent) of the global average: 987 kg
per lactation compared to the global
average of 2,038 kg per lactation.

The availability and quality of
fodder has a direct bearing on the
quantity and quality of milk pro-
ductivity, the data show. All the

India will be forced to
import milk by 2021
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three states that topped milk pro-
ductivity in terms of gram per day -
- Rajasthan (704), Haryana (877)
and Punjab (1,032) -- had ear-
marked more than 10 per cent of
their cultivable land for pastures,
according to the 2015 SOIL report.
The national average is 337.

Currently, all three types of
fodder are in short supply -- green
(63 per cent), dry (24 per cent) and
concentrates (76 per cent). Only
four per cent of total cultivable land
in India is used for fodder produc-
tion, a proportion that has remained
stagnant for the last four decades.

Considering the demand for
milk, land under fodder production
needs to be doubled, according to a
December 2016 report of the Par-
liamentary Committee on Agricul-
ture.

Shortages are forcing states to
now source fodder from elsewhere.
"The quality of fodder is a concern.
We are now looking to source
fodder from Varanasi (Uttar
Pradesh)," said Sudhir Mishra, who
runs a dairy farm in Ranchi (Jhark-
hand).

But major portions of grazing
lands have either been degraded or
encroached upon, according to the
Parliamentary Committee report.

However, the availability of
crop residues, the largest single
source of fodder, has been impacted
by increasing pressure on land and
the replacement of traditional cereal
crops, especially coarse ones. Crop
residue includes coarse and fine
straws, leguminous and pulses
straws.

Given the importance of food

and cash crops, it is very unlikely
that the area under fodder cultiva-
tion will increase substantially, the
parliamentary committee report
said.

"If India fails to achieve sub-
stantial production growth, the
country would need to resort to sig-
nificant imports from the world
market which has the potential to
cause prices to spurt since India is
a large consumer," said 2015 SOIL
report.

Feed cost constitutes about 60-
70 per cent of operating expenses
on dairy farms. Nearly 70 per cent
of India's milk production comes
from small and marginal farmers,
who depend on homegrown fodder.
Unlike big operators like Mishra,
they cannot afford to buy fodder
from other states.
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Tibetan spiritual leader the
Dalai Lama said women
should play a more active

role to promote basic human values
of compassion and love.

Addressing the National
Women's Parliament at Amaravathi
in Andhra Pradesh on February 10,
he said that while men and women
were all equal human beings, the
latter have more potential when it
comes to compassion. "Scientists
say women are most sensitive
towards others' sufferings," he said.

He also said women have an
important role in making the 21st
century a century of peace as bio-
logically they are more compas-

sionate than men. He said he be-
lieves that if females take the lead-
ership in all countries, the world
would be a safer place. "Most of
warriors in the world are men.
There may be some exceptions but
generally speaking all trouble-
makers are male," he said.

He urged women to develop
self-confidence and work hard with
determination in all walks of life.
He found fault with the existing ed-
ucation system, saying it is more
oriented towards material wealth
than basic human values. 

"It is not adequate to produce
warm-hearted and compassionate
humanity," he said and cautioned
that if this continued, the 21st
century will be full of violence and

discrimination like the previous
centuries.

The spiritual leader said there is
a real hope because research by sci-
entists show basic human nature is
of compassion. Stressing the need
for inner peace, he said that without
this the world can't have genuine
outer peace. The Tibetan leader
said this century should be a
century of dialogue and compas-
sion and to respect others' interest
and rights. He feels that real disar-
mament can happen only when
there is disarmament in mind and
emotions. Stating that female have
a special role in ensuring this, he
said his mother was his first teacher
who taught him compassion and
love. 

Women have key role in
promoting human values:

Dalai Lama
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GMR Hyderabad Interna-
tional Airport Limited
(GHIAL), which operates

the Rajiv Gandhi International
Airport (RGIA), has won the
Centre for Asia Pacific Aviation
(CAPA) Chairman's Order of Merit
for its focus on environmental sus-
tainability.

RGIA also received the honour
for becoming the first airport in
Asia Pacific in its category to
become carbon neutral. GHIAL re-

ceived the award during the CAPA
12th Annual India Aviation Summit
held in Mumbai on February 8.

CAPA India is a leading spe-
cialist aviation consulting and re-
search practice in South Asia, with
the region's largest team of analysts
and a portfolio of more than 125
advisory and research projects.

"We see this recognition by
CAPA as a big endorsement of our
focus on these critical aspects of
our business. Recently, Level3+
Neutrality status was awarded to
Hyderabad Airport by Airports

Council International (ACI) under
its Airport Carbon Accreditation
program, which is a significant
achievement for us," said G K
Kishore, CEO, GHIAL.

"CAPA Award is a testimony to
our sustained efforts towards envi-
ronment protection through proac-
tive energy conservation measures,
generation of renewable energy
(Solar), carbon sinking through ex-
tensive greenbelt and various other
environment protection measures
with the active support of the
airport's stakeholders," he said. 

Receives CAPA
Order of Merit
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India is likely to remain among
the top performing wealth
markets along with China,

Mauritius, Sri Lanka and Vietnam,
according to a report.

The report titled 'The 2017
Global Wealth Review' lists global
wealth and its migration trends
over the past year (2016), with pro-
jections up to 2026. 

"Global wealth is expected to
rise by 35 per cent over the next
decade (2016-2026). The top per-
forming wealth markets are ex-
pected to be Vietnam, China, India,
Mauritius and Sri Lanka," the
report released on February 22 by
global wealth intelligence and
market research company 'New
World Wealth' said.

"There are approximately 13.6
million HNWIs (high net worth in-
dividuals), i.e. millionaires, in the
world at the end of 2016 while the
worldwide HNWI wealth stood at
$69 trillion," it said.

The report noted that the global
wealth migration is accelerating
with near about 82,000 HNWIs
having migrated in 2016, compared
with just 64,000 in 2015.

For the second straight year,
Australia tops for millionaires'
inflow, beating traditional destina-
tions such as the US and the UK, it
added. 

India expected to be among top
performing wealth markets



KILLER BUS The News You Like | March, 201742

THENEWSBUREAU

As many as 11 persons were
killed and 30 injured when a

private bus fell off a bridge into a
canal in Krishna district of Andhra
Pradesh in the early hours on Feb-
ruary 28.

The bus heading to Hyderabad
from Bhubaneswar hit a bridge
divider and plunged through the
gap between the two lanes into the
canal near Mollapadu. 

The Volvo bus belonging to
Diwakar Travels met with the acci-
dent a few minutes after crossing
Vijayawada. The front portion of
the bus was badly damaged. As
many passengers were trapped,
rescue workers had to use gas
cutters to pull them out.

There were 44 passengers in the
bus. While nine died on the spot,
two succumbed at a hospital here.

Meanwhile, YSR Congress
Party president and Leader of Op-

position in Andhra Pradesh Y S Ja-
ganmohan Reddy threatened to
send Krishna District Collector to
jail. Jagan entered into an argument
with Collector Ahmed Babu,
accused him of corruption and
threatened to send him to jail.

The incident occurred after the
Collector raised an objection to
Jagan snatching the autopsy report
from a doctor at government-run
hospital at Nandigama. 

Jagan alleged that a fictitious
report was prepared without con-
ducting autopsy on the body of the
driver of the bus which fell off the
bridge into a canal near Mollapadu,
killing 11 people and injuring over
30. Tempers ran high as Jagan
snatched papers from the doctor.
The district collector Ahmed Babu
who had reached the hospital took
objection to this.

Jagan then remarked that from
police to Collector everybody was
involved in corruption. He even

threatened to send him to jail after
a thorough probe into the accident.

Jagan said no autopsy was con-
ducted on the body of Adinarayan
Reddy, who was driving the bus
when it fell into the canal. He
claimed that this was done to save
Diwakar Travels owned by TDP
MP J C Diwakar Reddy.

Jagan said there were allega-
tions that the driver was under in-
fluence of alcohol and when he
wanted to know this the doctors had
no answer. He also questioned the
disappearance of the second driver
from the hospital.

Interestingly, this is not the first
incident in which a bus owned by
Diwakar Travels was met with
ghastly accident killing several
people.

In 2013, a Volvo bus owned by
Diwakar Travels, but operated on
lease by Jabbar Travels met with an
accident and caught fire, killing as
many as 45 persons. 

11 killed as bus plunges
into canal in aP

second major accident
involving diwakar Travels
Jagan threatens collector 
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Income tax officials have been
directed to crack down on
people who have not explained

cash deposits worth over `5 lakh
following the demonetisation.

The Central Board of Direct
Taxes has also directed officers to
take action against those who have
repaid or extended loans in cash
that will now attract a
100 per cent penalty. This
will also apply to loans
that have been made to
friends. From an esti-

mated 18 lakh people who made
cash deposits worth over `5 lakh
each, a majority of people are yet
to verify their funds.

To ensure people are not ha-
rassed, the verification is to be con-
ducted through an online e-filing
portal. If the in-
formation pro-
vided does not
meet the ealier

returns or the financial profile of
the individual, tax officials will
take further action like scrutinising
the accounts in question, and even
referring some
to the investi-
gation wing.

I-T to crack down on
unexplained cash deposits 
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The Environment Pollution
(Prevention and Control)
Authority has sought com-

mitment from heavy vehicle manu-
facturers to shift their
manufacturing line from outdated
BS-III compliant vehicles to mod-
erate BS-IV fuel type.

EPCA, the Supreme Court-ap-
pointed panel, also asked the trans-
port departments of Delhi and the
neighbouring states to apprise it of
the status of Pollution Under
Control (PUC) system that checks
emission from on-road vehicles. 

The Centre for Science and En-
vironment (CSE), a member of
EPCA, earlier noted that India's
PUC system is outdated and cannot

deal with the emission fraud with
the present system. "During the
meeting, Bajaj Automobiles said
that it has shifted its entire produc-
tion line for three- and two-wheel-
ers from BS-III compliant to BS-IV.
However, TATA Motors and Ashok
Leyland were unable to give
mandate on their stock," a member
from the EPCA said.

BS-IV and III (Bharat Stage) are
the fuel types based on vehicular
emission standards fixed by the
government, to regulate air pollu-
tion. In 2016, the EPCA observed
that switching to BS-IV fuel will
help reduce air pollution by 80 per
cent through reduction in particu-
late matter (PM) emissions, the
major effluent in air. 

Earlier, the EPCA and Union

Ministries of Road Transport and
Petroleum decided that from April
1, 2017, onwards BS-IV oil shall be
made available throughout the
nation and mulled over stopping
registration of BS-III vehicles.

However, despite all the re-
minders, the EPCA has estimated
that there will be about 75,000 com-
mercial vehicles in stock and yet to
be sold by April 1, 2017. 

The huge stockpile of BS-III
compliant vehicles would act as a
roadblock in the government's pro-
environment initiatives. Bharat
Stage emission standards are the
emission standards instituted by the
government to regulate the output
of air pollutants from internal com-
bustion engine equipment which
also includes motor vehicles.

Vehicle
manufacturers
told to switch

to BS-IV
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The Supreme Court has di-
rected all industrial units sit-
uated in severely polluted

areas across the country to install
primary effluent treatment plants
(PETP) within three months, failing
which they will be shut down.

A bench of Chief Justice Jagdish
Singh Khehar, Justice D.Y. Chan-
drachud and Justice Sanjay Kishan
Kaul on February 22 said that the
power distributing companies
would disconnect the power supply
companies which fail to installs
PETP within three months.

The electricity supply and distri-
bution companies "shall honour"
forthwith the requests for discon-
nection from the State pollution
control boards, it said, adding that
the defaulting units will be allowed
to resume operations only when
they install these plants. 

The court said that the industrial
units that have been disabled to
carry on the industrial activity
would be allowed to resume only
after they have installed the PETP of
the required capacity and clearance
from the State pollution control
boards, which will prioritise the crit-
ical polluting industries as a first,
then move on to other areas.

In a series of directions, the court
asked state pollution control boards
to take criminal and civil action
against defaulters. The court said
that its directions and the timeline it
has set for the CETP would also be
applicable for setting up of the
sewage treatment plants to deal with
domestic and other wastage.

It also directed the municipal
corporations and other local bodies
to put up advertisements to ask these
industrial units to install treatment
plants within three months. The
court then said that the next step

would be setting up of the central ef-
fluent treatment plants (CETP).

Noting the submission by the
senior counsel Vijay Panjwani,
counsel for Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB), that CETP
takes two years to be set up, the
court gave three years time to set
them up, noting that finances for
them are available under a scheme
of the Central government. It also
factored in the time that would be
required for acquiring the lands for
setting up of the CETP.

However, the court gave six
months time to municipal bodies to
operationalise the existing CETP
which are lying dysfunctional on
account of paucity of funds or
require repairs as it made it clear
that its directions would be over-
riding the directions' already issued
by the National Green Tribunal.

Laying down a mechanism for
the monitoring of the implementa-
tion of its directions, the courts said
that these would be of no conse-
quence until a "rigid mechanism" is
laid down for their implementation.

The court order on Wednesday
came on a plea by NGO Paryavaran
Suraksha Samiti that had sought di-
rection that no industrial unit should
be allowed to operate unless it was
equipped with effluent treatment
plant as large-scale pollution was
adversely impacting the water
bodies, including the ground water
and the seawater around the coasts
as well.

Install effluent treatment
plants or be shut down

Supreme Court tells industries 
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Karnataka must promote
more inclusive tourism
policies to attract over 15

crore domestic tourists and about
10 lakh foreign travellers by 2019.

"Domestic tourist visits in Kar-
nataka can grow at a rate of about
six percent considering the recent
trends of rise in domestic tourist
visits together with improvement
seen in physical infrastructure, rise
in income and an increasing thrust
on tourism promotion by the state
government," noted a research
paper by industry body Assocham.

The industry body observed
that with over 13 percent year-on-
year growth, the state recorded

over six lakh foreign tourist visits
in 2015. However, the state should
further develop necessary tourist
infrastructure and promote several
other potential cities, it added.

"With about 12 per cent share in
total investments attracted by
hotels and tourism industry across
India, Karnataka ranked third after
Maharashtra (17 per cent) and
Gujarat (14.5 per cent)," said the
paper conducted by Assocham
Economic Research Bureau
(AERB).

"Karnataka attracted invest-
ments worth over Rs 11,000 crore

Karnataka can attract
15 crore domestic
tourists by 2019
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of the total outstanding investments
worth over Rs 93,400 crore at-
tracted by the hotels and tourism
industry in India as of June 2016,"
it said.

The Assocham study suggested
that perking up infrastructure,
building tourism industry on core
and naturally viable resources,
better co-ordination amid various
government agencies and depart-
ments, promoting concepts like
tourism circuits through effective
marketing plans, programmes and
road shows can enhance the poten-
tial of domestic tourism sector in
the country.

"The state government should
look towards promoting tourism
circuit concept by grouping to-
gether a number of tourist destina-
tions and offer the same as a
package, such circuits can be
formed through conjunction of
sites in order to offer the travelers
with a more complete experience,"
said R Shivakumar, Chairman of
Assocham Karnataka Regional De-
velopment Council.

"Given the growth of India's
economy, expansion of middle
classes and ongoing westernization
of their lifestyles, the relative im-
portance of domestic tourism can
only be expected to increase expo-
nentially over the coming
decades," Shivakumar added. 
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beauty myths
that are just
marketing spielTH

E 10
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There's so much advice about skin and hair-care
that comes our way all the time that it can be
hard to separate fact from marketing drivel

trying to exploit our worst insecurities and fears to get
us to buy more and more products each day to achieve
impossibly high beauty standards. 

The truth is, our body is a miracle and the skin is a
particularly impressive organ which requires very
basic, but sustained, assistance to stay healthy and look
great on its own. Here are 10 major skin and hair care
myths most of us have grown up believing in, but are
actually completely untrue.

you can oPen, sHrInk and
close your Pores

Afacial might
make you

look and feel
great, but the next
time your parlour
didi tells you that
honey, she shrunk
your pores, take it
with a pinch of
salt. Your genetic
makeup decides
the size of your
pores, and no
beauty treatment
can alter that.
What does
happen is that
when dirt and oil

collect in the pores, they stretch and appear bigger.
During a cleanup or a facial, your beautician
loosens and then removes the grime lodged within
the pores, making it go back to its original size.
Clear pores are great for skin health, but unfortu-
nately, they cannot be shrunk.

PullIng ouT grey HaIr wIll
resulT In more grey HaIr 
On the contrary, plucking out hair might perma-

nently damage the hair follicle and create bald
patches. Unless your hair follicles are merging with
one another, which is rare, only one hair will grow
per follicle. So while plucking grey hair might not
result in a forest of grey hair, to prevent bald patches,
it is better to either leave it as is or stick to colouring
to hide the grey.
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Cocoa butter as a "solution" for stretch marks is
touted on almost every pregnancy forum. Un-

fortunately, research shows that it hardly has any
bearing on the development, severity or appearance
of striae (the medical term for stretch marks). A 2008
double-blinded study (where neither the subjects,
nor the researchers know which test subject belongs
to which pool in the study) of 175 first-time pregnant
women in their first trimester showed that there was
no difference in the stretch marks of those that were
using cocoa butter and those that weren't. A 2012
review of six trials involving 800 women concluded that application of no Vitamin E-enriched formula, including
olive oil and cocoa butter, had proved effective in preventing stretch marks.

cocoa buTTer PrevenTs sTreTcH marks

sPF FoundaTIon Is enougH
For sun ProTecTIon

drInkIng loTs oF waTer keePs your skIn HydraTed

Using foundation with in-built sun protection is
great, but nowhere close to being enough since

it cannot protect us from both UVA and UVB rays,
especially since most of us don't keep refreshing our
makeup through the day. For proper sun protection
you must use a sunscreen with SPF 30 every day,
even when you are indoors and SPF 50 on days when
there is prolonged skin exposure. Foundations with
SPF provide additional protection, but cannot be a
replacement for a good quality sunscreen.

Your skin is moisturised by its oils, not water.
While water is necessary for radiant skin, it is

because the skin is a great indicator of the body's
overall health and hydration. In and of itself, skin can
only be hydrated through natural oil production or
by applying topical creams, lotions and oils that suit
your skin type.

Hair grows at the root, in your scalp, not at the
ends. So trimming can't possibly have any

effect on how fast or slowly your hair grows—only
your genetics can determine that. What can slow
down hair growth is a deficiency of protein, Vitamin
B complex and zinc. Even though it has no bearing
on your hair growth, regular trimming is good for the
hair because it gets rid of the split ends and prevents
breakage from reaching the hair follicle, eventually.
Getting rid of split ends will make your hair look
healthier and voluminous.

TrImmIng HaIr makes IT
grow FasTer
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THe FasTer you
sTarT usIng anTI-
ageIng
ProducTs, THe
beTTer IT Is For
your skIn

Awhole lot of skin-care and
anti-ageing products peddled

to women in their 20s and early 30s
promise to renew your cells and
repair collagen. The truth is that at
that age, the skin is naturally elastic
and healthy enough to repair itself.
Contrary to slowing down the ap-
pearance of wrinkles, using anti-
ageing products too soon might
irritate the skin due to the heaviness
of the products. 

The two best anti-ageing pre-
cautions everyone must start as
early as possible is to avoid
smoking since it leads to premature
wrinkling and negatively impacts
collagen production and sun pro-
tection by using an SPF 30 sun-
screen daily. Prematurely using
injections of fillers to prevent
future wrinkling is expensive and
dangerous, since a person might
not even need fillers for the areas
being injected, which may lead to
permanent disfigurement.

don'T brusH
curly HaIr

This one is partially true. Brush-
ing curly hair when it is dry

can make frizzy and break easily.
Unlike straight hair, the best time
to brush curly hair is when they are
towel-dried after shampooing and
deep conditioning. Better still, use
a little serum — enough to form a
coin-sized circle on your palm —
or leave-in conditioner. Then use a
wide-toothed comb or your fingers
to get rid of the tangles and knots.

TooTHPasTes are
a good way To geT
rId oF PImPles

They might get the job done, but
toothpaste shouldn't be a part

of your skincare regimen. Tooth-

pastes contain xylitol (an alcohol),
triclosan (an anti-bacterial agent)
and fine abrasives to polish your
teeth. The same three ingredients
are also used in pimple removal
creams, since pimples are actually
just clogged pores with bacterial
growth. 

However, treatment creams also
contain ingredients that fight acne
such as salicylic, glycolic or alpha-
hydroxy acid and benzoyl perox-
ide, whereas the texture of
toothpastes can cause burning, in-
flammation and redness if used for
a prolonged period. Use toothpaste
in an emergency, if you must, defi-
nitely not on a regular basis.

sHavIng makes
HaIr grow back
coarser

Hair is thickest at the base and
becomes finer towards the

end. When you shave, the hair is
cut off at its widest portion, which
is what we see initially when it
starts growing. Since shaved hair is
blunt and not tapered, we feel that
the hair that's growing is coarser
and thicker. Shaving cannot affect
the quality or the quantity of hair
growth because it has no effect on
the root in any way.
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Students who were brought
up harshly were likely to
find their peer group more

important than other responsibili-
ties, including following parents'
rules, said the study by American
researchers. 

This further led them to engage
in more risky behaviours in
teenage. While females engaged in
more frequent early sexual behav-
iour, males, on the other hand, in-

dulged in wrongdoings like hitting
and stealing.

"In our study, harsh parenting
was related to lower educational at-
tainment through a set of complex
cascading processes that empha-
sised present-oriented behaviours
at the cost of future-oriented edu-
cational goals," said lead re-
searcher Rochelle F Hentges from
the University of Pittsburgh in
Pennsylvania, US.

Further, those relying on peers,
instead of doing homework,
decided to spend time with friends
and felt that there is nothing wrong
in breaking rules to keep friends.

The researchers found that
direct as well as
indirect effects of
parenting shapes
a child's behav-
iour and his or her

relationship with the peers.
"The study used children's life

histories as a framework to
examine how parenting affects
children's educational outcomes via
relationships with peers, sexual be-
haviour and delinquency," Hentges
added, in the paper published in the
journal Child Development. 

Teaching methods focusing on
present-oriented goals and strate-
gies like hands-on experimental
learning, group activities may
promote learning and educational
goals for individuals, especially
those who are brought up harshly,
the researchers suggested.

For the study, the team included
1,482 students from Washington,
who were followed for over nine
years -- beginning in seventh grade
and ending three years after stu-
dents' high school graduation. 

Harsh parenting may
affect your kid’s academics

Your children may be at a greater risk of performing poorly in school if you
yell, hit or use physical threats as a punishment, a study has showed.
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Women inmates will be
encouraged to learn life
sustaining skills at a lab-

oratory set up inside the prison
jointly by the Tihar Jail and Pearl
Academy Nandita Abraham, Pearl
Academy CEO, says she is very
excited for this initiative, which
seeks to set an example that cages
can't curb creativity.

"For 23 years, we have been
transforming the lives of young.
First time we are doing a project
with the Tihar Jail and this project
aims at giving livelihood to the
inmates," she said.

Offering a unique opportunity to
the women prisoners of Tihar Jail to
build a holistic and independent life
after prison, the Pearl Academy has
set up a Fashion Laboratory
equipped with all the essential facil-

ities and tools necessary for learn-
ing basics of design and construc-
tion, in the prison premises.

Furnished with pattern making
tools and sewing kits backed by the
latest lighting and ventilation facil-
ities, the Lab will provide special-
ized sewing machines, overlock
machines, ironing machines and
dress forms pattern tables with cork
top. 

Furthermore, the Pearl
Academy will also hold certifica-
tion programmes with an aim to
build self-confidence in the
inmates. Abraham, along with
Sudhir Yadav, Director General of
Tihar Jail, jointly launched the
fashion laboratory. 

"It is indeed a historical day and
we took about four to six months to
materialise but I am sure it will
pave the way for many such similar
initiatives," said Yadav.

The initiative also garnered
support from the fashion fraternity
of India with the presence of Rina
Dhaka, renowned fashion designer,
at the launch.

Fashion lab inaugurated for
Tihar’s women inmates
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Women are more vulnerable
to certain stress-related
and allergic diseases

such as migraines because of dis-
tinct differences found in mast
cells, a type of white blood cell
that is part of the immune system,
says a study.

Mast cells are an important cate-
gory of immune cells because they
play a key role in stress-related health
issues that are typically more common in
women such as allergic disorders, auto-immune

diseases, migraines and
irritable bowel syn-

drome, or IBS.
"Over 8,000 dif-

ferentially ex-
pressed genes
were found in
female mast
cells com-

pared to
m a l e

mast cells," said lead researcher Adam
Moeser, Associate Professor at Michi-

gan State University in the US.
"While male and female mast

cells have the same sets of genes
on their chromosomes, with the
exception of the XY sex chro-
mosomes, the way the genes act
vary immensely between the

sexes," Moeser noted.
A further in-depth analysis of

the genes within the RNA genome
-- a primary building block in all

forms of life -- revealed an increase in ac-
tivity that is linked to the production and

storage of inflammatory substances, according to the
study published in the journal Biology of Sex Differ-
ences.

These substances can create a more aggressive re-
sponse in the body and result in disease.

"This could explain why women, or men, are more
or less vulnerable to certain types of diseases,"
Moeser said.

With this new understanding of how different
genes act, scientists could eventually start developing
new sex-specific treatments that target these immune
cells and stop the onset of disease, Moeser said. 

Migraines are more
common among women
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As many as 1,850 samples
of drugs sold in India were
Not of Standard Quality

(NSQ) while 13 were found spuri-
ous.

"Overall, out of the 47,012
samples tested, 13 samples were
found to be spurious and 1,850
samples were found to be 'Not of
Standard Quality' (NSQ). As such,
the percentage of NSQ Drugs in
India has been found to be 3.16 per
cent and that of Spurious drugs
0.0245 per cent," according to
union health ministry.

Many of the drugs are of
foreign companies that have their
manufacturing units in India. As
part of the survey, touted to be the
world's largest, 47,954 drug

samples relating to 23 dosage
forms were drawn from 654 dis-
tricts of 36 States and Union Terri-
tories from the supply chains
including retail outlets, government
sources and from eight airports and
sea ports.

"The statistical design of the
Drug Survey included as many as
224 Drug molecules belonging to
15 different therapeutic categories
of the National List of Essential
Medicines (NLEM) 2011," the
Health Ministry said. 

The Ministry had entrusted the
work related to carrying out a
Survey of the extent of Problems of
'Spurious and Not of Standard
Quality Drugs' to the National In-
stitute of Biologicals (NIB), Noida.

As part of the survey, a nation-
wide training in drugs survey

methodology was imparted at 28
centres across the country to over
1,800 Sample Drawing Officers
(SDOs) and representatives of the
Civil Society, Pharmacy Council of
India (PCI). 

"The role of the Civil Society
and Pharmacy Council of India
(PCI) representatives was to
observe that the drugs samples are
drawn in accordance with the sam-
pling methodology and the highest
degree of transparency and objec-
tivity is maintained in the process
to eliminate any bias," said the
Ministry. 

All the samples were subjected
to test/analysis as per pharma-
copoeial requirements in the
Central and State Drug Testing
Laboratories that have been accred-
ited by NABL.  

1,850 drugs sold in India
not of standard Quality:
Health ministry
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The producer and exhibitors
of Balakrishna starrer Gau-
tamiputra Satakarni pock-

eted the tax exemption given by the
Telangana and Andhra Pradesh
governments taking the movie
goers for a huge ride. 

It may be recalled the state gov-
ernments of Telangana and Andhra
Pradesh have exempted entertain-
ment tax for the movie. 

As per the exemption, the rates
of admission fee for the movie shall

not exceed 75 percent of the exist-
ing notified rates of admission fee
to each class of the theatre. But, the
exhibitors, in gross violation of the
condition, are collecting the regular
rates of admission fee from the
movie goers without giving the
benefit of tax exemption.

Sources in the Commercial Tax
department said the exhibitors sub-
sequently claim tax exemption
while filing returns and pocket the
money collected from the movie
goers towards the entertainment
tax.

About 1200 theatres – small and
big – operating in the two Telugu
states are under the control of four
big shots of the film industry. The
benefit of exemption of entertain-
ment tax goes directly to them, the
sources said.

The sources also said that the
Telangana government did not even
issue an order exempting the enter-
tainment tax. Instead, the govern-
ment gave instructions to the
department, which are very vague.

Taking advantage of this, the ex-
hibitors have simply sold the tickets

Producers, exhibitors fleece movie goers and made crores of rupees
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at normal notified rates and col-
lected 15 percent entertainment tax
from the consumers but the tax
amount was pocketed by the four
big shots, sources said.

A judicial activist, CVS Raghu-
natha Rao, said that, “Some people
in the film industry are resorting to
financial irregularities causing huge
loss to the exchequer and also fleec-
ing the common people.”

There is no point in giving tax
exemption to big budget films. It is
nothing but helping the producers
and the exhibitors’ mafia fleece the

people and also evade tax, he said
adding that these people are making
hundreds of crores by evading
taxes.

“I am aware of this and I have
already written to the government
to clarify on the rates of admission
fee to be collected by the exhibitors.
The instructions given in this regard
are not clear,” Commissioner of
Commercial Taxes, V Anil Kumar,
had said.

He also said that the exhibitors
should not collect entertainment tax
from the consumers if the govern-

ments exempt entertainment tax.
However, the exhibitors and pro-
ducer of the movie pocketed crores
of rupees as the government did not
act on the issue. 

Asked about the steps taken by
the department in connection with
the Telugu feature film ‘Rudrama
Devi’, for which Telangana govern-
ment has exempted entertainment
tax, Anil Kumar said they need to
verify the returns filed by the ex-
hibitors.

Reacting on this, judicial ac-
tivist, Raghunatha Rao said, “By
the time the government gives
clarity, the exhibitors fleece the
people and pocket the money col-
lected towards entertainment tax.” 

The state government has not
even issued a GO. This is only to
favour the producers and the ex-
hibitors because they will subse-
quently claim tax exemption at the
time of filing returns with the help
of instructions thereby denying the
benefit to the consumers and also
causing loss to the exchequer, he
said.

Interestingly, sleuths of the
Income Tax department swooped
down on the offices and other loca-
tions of three film personalities con-
nected with the Balaiah starrer
Gautamiputra Satakarni.

The simultaneous searches
come in the wake of allegations that
the producer, distributor and ex-
hibitors have gained illegal benefit
exploiting the entertainment tax ex-
emption given for the movie.

According to sources, the
searches were conducted at the
offices and other locations of the
movie director Krish, producer
Rajiv Reddy and Nizam area dis-
tributor Sudhakar Reddy.

Producers, exhibitors fleece movie goers and made crores of rupees

Tax exemption
for gautamiputra

satakarni
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After experimenting with
politics for a decade, actor
Chiranjeevi staged a

comeback with Khaidi No 150. Re-
leased on Sankranti festival this
year, the film turned out a success
at the box office with the fans re-
ceiving it well.

It is said that Chiranjeevi will

get Rs 33 crore, which is said to be
roughly 60 percent of the film’s
shares. 

His son, Ram Charan, who is
the producer of the film, will be
walking away with 40 percent of
the shares, which roughly accounts
for Rs 22 crore. Sources in the film
industry suggest that the film could
have grossed about Rs 100 crore. 

Directed by VV Vinayak, the

film was pro-
duced by Chiran-
jeevi’s wife Surekha Konidela and
son Ram Charan Teja, under their
home banner Konidela Produc-
tions. Khaidi No 150 is the remake
of A R Murugadoss directorial
Kaththi, which had Vijay and
Samantha as the lead roles. The
Telugu version has Kajal Agarwal
pairing up with the megastar. 

KHAIDI
RECEIVES
OVER
`30 CR
AS HIS
SHARE
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Awomen's group in Goa de-
manded removal of ads
featuring Bollywood

actress Sunny Leone promoting
condoms.

The women's group, Ra-
naragini, has petitioned the Goa
State Women's Commission over
the issue. The commission has
issued notice in connection with
the matter. Ranaragini said that the
advertising campaign in public
places objectifying the feminine
gender, was proving embarrassing
to women.

A different message is con-
veyed on account of this. This is a
very ugly scene. "We have received
complaints about this from many
women. We, hereby, kindly request

you to remove these pictures," the
petition said. "We would like to
bring to your kind notice the use of
women's pictures in contraceptive
advertisements at public places. It
has been observed that there is use
of women's picture in contraceptive
ads at public places like the
Kadamba Transport Corporation
buses and elsewhere," the petition
added.

Later, speaking to reporters,
representative of the organization,
Neha Govekar, said the ads of a

popular condom company featur-
ing Bollywood actress and former
adult film star Sunny Leone affixed
on the state-run Kadamba Trans-
port Corporation buses were objec-
tionable and needed immediate
removal.

"Why should a government
concern have such ads on them,"
she said, adding that the organisa-
tion had no objection to contracep-
tive ads, but only to the
objectification of women in such
advertisements.

Speaking to reporters, the com-
mission's chairperson Vidya Shet
Tanavade said notice would be
issued to all parties concerned. 

"We have received the com-
plaint. As a commission, we will
issue notices to all parties involved
and probe the matter," she said. 

Remove Sunny Leone's
condom ads: Women's group 

The women's group,
Ranaragini, has petitioned the

Goa State Women's
Commission over the issue. The
commission has issued notice
in connection with the matter.
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She was later dropped near a
director's house. She filed a
complaint at the Nedum-

bassery police station with the help
of the director. In her complaint, the
actress said she was assaulted many
times inside the vehicle and that the

gang also took obscene photo-
graphs of her using their phones.
Police arrested six persons in the
case. 

The incident created uproar and
all the acting fraternity stood behind
the victim. However, the bold move
by Bhavana in reporting the inci-
dent to the police inspired some

other actresses to disclose the bitter
experiences they had to face in their
career.

Kollywood actress Varalakshmi,
daughter of actor-turned-politician,
Sarathkumar said women's safety
has become a joke. Recalling a
meeting with the programming
head of a leading TV Channel, she

Actresses open up
on sexual

harassment in
film industry

The abduction and molestation
of malayalam actress bhavana

kicked off a debate on sexual
harassment of actresses in the

film industry.  It may be
recalled bhavana was

attacked by a group of men
on February 17 when she

was travelling from a film
production unit. The
assailants staged an

accident, took her into
their van and allegedly

assaulted her, while
driving around

kochi city for about
2.5 hours.
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claimed that towards the end he
had asked her if they can "meet
outside".

"When questioned if it was re-
garding some other work 'his
answer was no no! Not work.. For
other things," she tweeted.

"I hid my shock and anger and
tell him Sorry! Please leave. His
last words on the topic was So.. That's
all? and he smiled and walked away," she
posted on Twitter without specifying when the
incident occurred.

"I am an actress. It does not mean that just because
I lead a glamorous life on screen that I deserve to be
spoken with disrespect. It's my life, my body and my
wish," she said.

She said incidents of rape, molestation, manhan-
dling and disrespect to women were rising "at alarm-

ing rates". 
Another actress,

Raai Laxmi said,
sexual harassment
in the film indus-
try was not
something new.

She said that two
out of ten people go

easy on this, make
compromises and that
reflects on the rest
eight as well. 

“The expectation
to compromise is still
prevalent every-

where, not just in
cinema. Women are

harassed and
humiliated in one
way or the other
everywhere. I
think the more
open and trans-

parent things
get, the
lesser such
incidents will
take place.

Like how Varu
has now put

this person in

an embarrassing situation. It just depends on how we
decide to handle it,” she concludes.

Yet another actress, Regina Cassandra, who has
been in the industry for over a decade, admitted that she
has faced a similar situation in the beginning of her
career. 

“How much ever popular you are it doesn’t matter,
there is always someone bigger in the industry. I don’t
think being an actress can stop too many people. When
I had just started off, I was told about the word ‘adjust-
ment’ and my naive mind didn’t really understand the
meaning. It jolts you a bit, but it prepares you for the
worst.”
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Moonlight was awarded the best picture
Oscar after it was erroneously awarded

to “La La Land” in a moment of onstage con-
fusion at the 89th Academy Awards.

“La La Land” ended up with six Oscars in-
cluding director and lead actress (Emma
Stone).Casey Affleck took home the lead actor
award for “Manchester By the Sea,” while
“Moonlight’s” Mahershala Ali took home the
trophy for supporting actor. Viola Davis won
the supporting actress Oscar for her work in
“Fences.”

“O.J.: Made in America” was named the
winner in the feature documentary category,
while Iran’s “The Salesman” won the foreign-
language film Oscar. However, its director,
Asghar Farhadi, declined to attend the cere-
mony in the wake of the Trump administra-
tion’s travel ban.

The 2017 Oscars took place at the Dolby
Theatre in Los Angeles. 

academy
awards 2017
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The Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO)

created a new milestone on
Wednesday when it success-
fully launched a record 104
satellites aboard its Polar
Satellite Launch Vehicle
(PSLV) from the Satish
Dhawan Space Centre at Sri-
harikota in Andhra Pradesh.

The 28-hour countdown
for the launch had com-
menced on Tuesday. The
countdown for the launch of
PSLV-C37/Cartosat2 Series
satellite mission began at 5:28
AM soon after the Mission
Readiness Review committee
and Launch Authorisation
Board gave its approval for
lift off, ISRO said.

Scientists had commenced
filling of the propellant for the
rocket yesterday. This is the
39th mission of the space
agency's trusted workhorse
Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle
PSLV-C37.

What is significant about this
launch is the number of satellites
carried by a rocket. Until today, the
Russian space agency had held the
record by successfully launching 37
satellites in one go.

With the latest mission, India
becomes the first country to suc-
cessfully launch 104 satellites
aboard a single rocket. It is also
ISRO's second successful attempt
after launching 23 satellites in one
go in June 2015.

The PSLV will first launch the
714 kg CARTOSAT-2 Series satel-
lite for earth observation and then
inject 103 co-passenger satellites,
together weigh about 664 kg, into
the polar sun synchronous orbit,
about 520 km from Earth.

ISRO scientists have used the
XL Variant -- the most powerful
rocket -- earlier used in the ambi-
tious Chandrayaan and during the
Mars Orbiter Mission (MOM), for
carrying total payload of 1,378 kg.
Of 101 co-passenger satellites, 96
belong to USA, five are from inter-

national customers of
ISRO: Israel, Kazakhstan,
Netherlands, Switzerland
and the UAE.

Two other nano satel-
lites were also part of the
payload. The nano-satellites
were launched as part of an
arrangement by Antrix Cor-
poration (ANTRIX), the
commercial arm of the
ISRO. Cartosat-2 Series,
which is the primary satel-
lite, will be similar to the
earlier four satellites in Car-
tosat-2 Series.

After coming into oper-
ation, Cartosat-2 Series will
provide remote sensing
services. Images sent by it
will be useful for coastal
land use and regulation,
road network monitoring,
distribution of water and
creation of land use maps,
among others. Cartosat-2
Series has a mission life of
five years.

The two Indian nano-satellites,
INS-1A and INS-1B, were devel-
oped as co-passenger satellites to
accompany bigger satellites on
PSLV. The primary objective of
INS (ISRO Nano Satellite) is to
provide an opportunity for ISRO
technology demonstration pay-
loads, as well as a standard bus for
launch on demand services. INS-
1A carries Surface Bidirectional
Reflectance Distribution Function
Radiometer and INS-1B caries
Earth Exosphere Lyman Alpha
Analyser as payloads.

Isro creates history, launches
104 satellites in a single rocket
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Eiffel Tower, one of the world’s
most famous landmarks, will be
provided with extra protection by

way of a bullet-proof glass wall around the base.
The wall will be 2.5 metres high and will cost around €20 million ($21

million). It will replace the metal barriers set up as a temporary measure around
the iconic tower during the Euro football tournament last year, reported the
Local France news portal.

"The terror threat remains high in Paris and the most vulnerable sites, led
by the Eiffel Tower, must be the object of special security measures," accord-
ing to Deputy Mayor Jean-Francois Martins, who is in charge of tourism at
the Paris City Hall.

The glass wall will prevent individuals or vehicles storming the site,
which is visited by six million people a year, he said adding that it will run
along Quai Branly and Avenue Gustave-Eiffel - and through the middle of
the small parks on either side.

Paris has long feared attacks at tourist sites and has grappled with the
need to protect its visitors, not least after a failed terror attack in September

at the Notre Dame cathedral and machete attack near the Louvre museum
without scaring them or ruining the beauty of its most famous attrac-

tions.
Martins said the city would replace the metal grills on the northern

and southern sides with glass panels, which will allow Parisians and
visitors to enjoy a very pleasant view of the monument from the

Champs de Mars and the Pont d'Iena. 
The glass wall will mean that everyone will have to pass

through security checks and not all Parisians are happy about
the new wall. 

The best way to enjoy the tower is to see it from
underneath. It will be annoying if you can't get 
here easily, especially for people who have
travelled from abroad. 

Bullet-proof jacket
for Eiffel Tower 
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Mohammed Siraj,
the Hyderabad-
based 22-year-

old right-arm medium-
fast bowler was picked up
for a whopping `2.6 crore
by defending champions,
Hyderabad Sunrisers, for
the 10th edition of IPL.
Siraj had a base price of
`20 lakh. 

Siraj made his first-
class debut for Hyder-
abad in a Group C clash
against Services in the
2015-16 Ranji Trophy.
His excellent run in the

tournament earned him a
spot in the IPL.

Siraj played 9 matches
and picked up 41 wickets
at an average of 18.92
runs. His consistency
through the entire tourna-
ment ensured that he was
the third highest wicket-
taker. His nine-wicket haul
in the quarter-finals nearly
upset Mumbai. Siraj fol-
lowed that with nine
wickets in the Inter-State
T20s and had an economy
rate of 6.57 runs.

"I am very happy after
being selected for the
IPL," Siraj told reporters.

"It was my dream to get
selected in the IPL. I think
my performance in the
Ranji Trophy has earned
me the spot."

Siraj's father Ghouse
Mohammad drives an
auto-rickshaw and his
mother Shabana Begum
used to work in other
houses until last year to
make ends meet. The
pacer says that he is in-
debted to his parents for
their sacrifices to make
him a professional crick-
eter.  "From now on, my
father will never drive an
auto-rickshaw. I have seen
my parents struggle with
financial problems for so
many years. Now, I want
them to enjoy a good life,"
Siraj said.

"My father worked
very hard. He drove an

auto all these years but
never let the financial
pressure of the family
affect me or my elder
brother. A bowling spikes
cost a lot and he would
just get the best for me. I
want to buy a house for
them now in a good local-
ity," he said.

Siraj also recalled the
first time he made money
as a cricketer. "Today, I re-
member my first income
playing cricket. It was a
club match and my mater-
nal uncle was the captain
of the team. I got nine
wickets for 20 odd runs in
that 25-over game. My
uncle was so happy he
gave me `500 as prize. It
was a great feeling. But
today when the bid was
raised to `2.6 crore, I just
went numb."

“I am Siraj
and my father
will never
drive an auto
from now on”

The inspiring story of
Hyderabadi cricketer
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